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8th NRNA Global Conference begins in Kathmandu

KATHMANDU: The 8th NRN Global
Conference and NRNA (Non-Resident
Nepali Association) International General
Assembly kicked off in Kathmandu on
Saturday. The jamboree will elect new
leadership for two years.

Addressing the inauguration ceremony,
President Bidhya Devi Bhandari praised
the Nepali Diaspora for showing love and
affection towards the motherland. She
added that the Diaspora has played a role
of goodwill ambassador and vanguard of
nationalism. “Nepalese living abroad have
a huge role and responsibility towards
this nation,” Bhandari said urging the
participants to tap areas like tourism,
information and communication, education
and health among others having immense
potentiality.

NRNA  President Dr Shesh Ghale
informed that the main goal of the
association is to bring knowledge, skill and
capital earned in the foreign soil to Nepal
for broadening ways towards achieving
prosperity. “Investment of non-resident
Nepali has improved investment climate
and encouraged many in Nepal,” Ghale
stated.

In a separate context, the NRNA
President recalled support extended by
Nepalese living in the foreign soil during
catastrophic 2015 Gorkha Earthquake,
trade embargo and floods in the country’s
southern plains. According to Ghale, the
NRNA is developing integrated permanent
settlement having 612 homes in Larpak,
Gorkha.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs Krishna Bahadur Mahara
said that the country has high hopes from
the non-resident Nepali. Stating that the
country is in the verge of conducting
provincial and federal polls, Mahara

informed that the nation is heading
towards the way of achieving economic
development through the creation of better
business climate.

Likewise, Federation of Nepalese
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
President Bhawani Rana said that the NRNA
has played significant role in the socio-
economic development and transformation
of Nepal and that it should continue doing
so in the days to come. NRNA Founding
President Dr Upendra Mahato said that
success of an individual doesn’t count
until and unless the country succeeds to
embark development journey and that this
was the reason behind the formation of
the association that has united Nepalese
residing across the globe. “The priority,
hence, shouldn’t be on who is to lead the
association next? One should prioritize
on ensuring peace and prosperity in the
country,” Mahato asserted.

Chief patron of NRNA Jiba Lamichhane
informed that the quest of mobilizing
resources from the non-resident Nepali
will continue in the days to come while
other former President Dev Man Hirachan
expressed happiness over the increment of
NRNA members year by year.

Likewise, addressing a session —
Rebuilding Nepal Post Earthquake — the
NRNA head-honcho Ghale stated that the
integrated settlement being developed
in earthquake epicenter Gorkha will be a
‘model’ for the entire nation. The NRNA had
acquired permission from the government
to develop integrated settlement in Larpak,
Gorkha in April 2016. As of now, seven
homes under the project are nearing
completion. Ground work of over 300
home has been finished, while base work
of remaining 200 homes has begun. The
NRNA, so far, has injected Rs150 million

in the project. Similarly, National Planning
Commission Vice Chairman Swarnim Wagle
addressing the session entitled — Nepal
Vision 2030 and NRNA’s Role — said that
the country will achieve ‘Vision 2030" by
preparing native and periodic plan and
adopting Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as its base. Wagle further said
that the investment from the Diaspora
is needed to shape the country that has
started journey towards normalcy ending
the cycle of prolonged instability. Likewise,
Finance State Minister Udaya Shumsher
Rana stressed on the need of developing
industries. Identifying investment as the
pre-requisite for the country’s economic
development, Rana opined that the
nation should first focus on encouraging
domestic investment and then seek foreign
investment.

United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) — Nepal Country
Director Renaud Meyer stressed on the
need of emphasizing on sustainable
development. “The SDG, launched with
a motive of global development, should
be adopted while preparing development
plan,” Meyer said.

Addressing the session — Migrant
Workers’  Welfare and its Effective
Implementation — experts stressed on
the need of making Foreign Employment
Welfare Fund effective. Experts were
of view that the current provision of
employee contributing solely on such
welfare fund should be changed and that
the government too should contribute
to it.Foreign Employment Expert Dr
Ganesh Gurung stating that the country
receives remittance worth Rs1.65 billion
each day criticized the government for
being unable to work for the betterment
of migrant workers. Likewise, during the

session — Gender Equity and Women'’s
Empowerment: Transforming NRNA -
panelists opined that it is not possible to
develop the country until and unless the
economic status of women is uplifted. State
Minister for Women, Children and Social
Welfare Mohammad Zakir Hussin, National
Women Commission Acting Chairperson
Bhagwati Ghimire, National Coordination
Council Coordinator Sapila Rajbhandari
and Ranju Wagle Thapa, spokesperson of
NRNA International Coordination Council
(ICC) informed that issues like limited
access, low representation of women in
the bureaucracy and politics, apathy of
the government in promotion of women in
several forefronts and unavailability of legal
premises in line with the constitution were
to be blamed for the poor state of women.

“There  should be 50 percent
representation of women in all the state
mechanism by 2030,” Rachana Bhattarai,
officer at UN Women Programme said
adding that there is a need of enhancing
capability rather than increasing reservation
criteria for uplifting the status of women.
Federation of Women Entrepreneurs’
Association Nepal President Sharada Rijal
informed that there has been change in
the perception towards women engaged
in entrepreneurship off late. According

to her, the government initiative of
introducing  Women  Entrepreneurship
Development  Fund and increment

of facilities has helped increasing the
number of female entrepreneurs in the
country. The association has projected that
Nepal, at current, has just three percent
women involved in entrepreneurship. “It
is important for women to be financially
sound for increasing self-esteem,” Rijal said
adding that the women in the nation have
potent to perform better than that of men.
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