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October 18, 2017

NRNA Conference concludes with 14-point declaration
New leadership swornin

KATHMANDU:  The 8th  NRN  Global
Conference and NRNA International General
Assembly concluded on Tuesday in Kathmandu,
issuing a 14-point declaration primarily focusing
on issues like investment, implementation of
new constitutional provision of citizenship to
NRNs and contribution on employment sector,
among others.

Stating that the country is heading towards
political stability following the election of local
units and the preparation to hold central and
provincial parliament polls, the NRNA urged its
members to increase their individual and group
investments in the motherland.

The NRNA also made an appeal to its all
national coordination councils (NCCs) to pursue
and implement the One NCC— One Investment
— One Employment concept. The umbrella
organization of the NRNs, in its declaration
paper, stated that the Nepali Diaspora have
significant roles to play in achieving three
ambitious development targets of the country.
"There has been consensus [in the conference]
that the non-resident Nepali have very important
role to play and contribution to make in
achieving the sustainable development goals
(SDGs), graduating the country to developing
country from least developed country by 2022
and middle-income country by 2030 from low
income country," the declaration paper read.

As the recently promulgated constitution
has ensured the citizenship certificate to
the NRNs, the NRNA has now sought the
immediate implementation of such provision.
"This conference urges the government to
take the initiative in drafting the law to provide
citizenship to the NRNs in line with the spirit of
the constitution," it added.

The issue of foreign employment also got
featured in the declaration of the NRNA. In the
declaration, the NRNA expressed its commitment
to work for the betterment and welfare of Nepali
workers abroad.

PM CALLS FOR INCREASING INVESTMENT
Speaking at the closing session of the
jamboree, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
urged NRNs to increase their investment in
Nepal. Terming NRNs unofficial ambassadors
of the country abroad, he said the investment
climate of the country has been improving in
recent time. Also speaking at the program,
Chandra Dhakal, Vice President of the Federation
of Nepalese Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(FNCCI), urged the NRNs' to make Nepal a
preferred destination for their investment.

Meanwhile, the newly elected president of
NRNA, Bhaban Bhatta, along with other officials
of the NRNA were administered the oath of
office on Tuesday amid a presence of former
NRNA presidents, officials and other dignitaries.

SECOND GENERATION DIASPORA ROLE FOR
NATION BUILDING UNDERSCORED

Leaders of Nepali Diaspora have said that
skill and know-how of youths acquired abroad
should be utilized in the development of Nepal.
They also said that the youths who reach abroad
for study, employment and other businesses
should be attracted in Nepal to utilize their
capacity and resources for the development
of the country. "Youths abroad can contribute
in the development of Nepal by transferring
their skills, technology and know-how to
Nepal," said Bhaban Bhatta, the newly elected

NRNA president, speaking at the interaction
entitled 'Youth and Second Generation in NRN
Movement'. Upendra Mahato, former NRNA
president, also said that the second generation's
capacity should be tapped for the country's
development. "Many say youths are the future
of the country. But | think, they are not only
the future, but also the partner of present,"
said Mahato. "Youth should be innovative
and they should take the leadership role," he
added. Also speaking at the session, Raju Singh,
the president of National Youth Federation of
Nepal, underscored the need to engage youths
on the production sector to create employment
opportunities.

READY FOR PARTNERSHIP FOR PROSPERITY:
GOVT OFFICIALS

Government  officials  have said that
the government is always ready to work in
partnership with the NRNA to attract knowledge,
skills and capital of non-resident Nepali living
in various countries around the world. Noting
that the NRNs can play a vital role in the
socio-economic development of Nepal, the
government officials underlined the need of
strengthening the partnership between the
government and the NRNA. "The Diaspora play
an instrumental role in the development of
any country. There is a need to strengthen the
cooperation and partnership of NRNs and the
government in utilizing the capacity of Nepali
Diaspora for the development of Nepal," said
Shanker Das Bairagi, the Minstry of Foreign
Affair's Secretary, speaking at an interaction with
the officials of the government of Nepal.

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN

SOUGHT

Women leaders have expressed worries about
the failure to end the gender discrimination
and the lack of equal economic opportunities
to Nepali women. Speaking at an interaction
'Women in Action: Nepal and Abroad" held
during the NRNA Global Conference, they said
that the inclusive and balanced development
cannot be achieved until the discrimination
against the women comes to an end. Renu
Chand, a leader of UCPN (Maoist-Center), Indira
Aryal, a section officer at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and NRNA Women Forum's Patron Dr
Indra Ban, among other panelists, also called
for the economic empowerment of the women
and make them a partner in the socio-economic
development of the country.

FDI MUST FOR DEVELOPMENT

The capital and resources from within the
country alone is not sufficient to spur the
economic growth of the country and the NRNs
can facilitate in bringing foreign direct investment
to meet such resource gap, speakers of a panel
discussion entitled 'Foreign Direct Investment to
Nepal and Role of Diaspora' said. However, red-
tapping and bureaucratic hassles in Nepal have
been discouraging the inflow of investments,
they said. Hikmat Thapa, Treasurer of the NRNA,
said that the red-tapism has been crimping the
foreign investment in the country. Echoing the
concern of Thapa, Ranjeet Mahato, NRNA ICC
Member, said that hassles from bureaucrats have
been affecting the investment. Shankar Prasad
Koirala, the Ministry of Industry's Secretary, said
that the recent passage of various investment-
related laws have helped to create business-
friendly conducive environment in the country.
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