Terms of Reference

SUB TASK FORCE ‘’COOPERATION WITH GURKHAS’’ 

Background 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GURKHAS:

‘’IT IS BETTER TO DIE THAN BE A COWARD’’ – GURKHAS

The history of the service of the Brigade of Gurkhas to the British Crown goes back as far as 1815. Since then the Brigade has conducted itself with distinction during numerous conflicts Worldwide. Prior to 1997 the Brigade’s focus was in the Far East but following the handover of Hong Kong to China it moved to the UK which is now its base.

TRI-PARTITE AGREEMENT 1947 

Before 1947, Gurkhas were part of the Indian Army but when Britain left India in 1947 a Tri-Partite Agreement was signed between British, Indian and the Nepalese Governments. This Agreement is the authority for the recruitment of Gurkhas to the British Army.

EX-GURKHA GRIEVANCES:
 Although Gurkhas have been an integral part of the British army for more than 200 years, there has been a longstanding issue regarding the pay, pension and welfare of Gurkhas. They have felt deprived and isolated because of the discrimination in their pay, pension and welfare. Since the early 1990’s, Gurkhas have been campaigning for their equal rights which still remains unresolved. The Gurkha Technical Committee (GTC) was set up to address this issue and find a way forward to resolve it. 
Objective
Our objective is to cooperate with the Ex-Gurkha Organisations and the Gurkha Technical Committee (GTC) on behalf of the Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA) and if necessary to assist them with their endeavor to address their longstanding issues.
 Formation of the team

· NRNA ICC has nominated Lachhya Gurung (former DRC Europe) to chair this SubTask Force. As per ICC’s letter I have formed up the team as below:
Convener (Chair) – Lachhya Gurung – UK
Co-Chair – Jayaprakash Gurung – UK

Members:

Mr Dave Gurung – Australia

Mr Tharka Sen – UK

Mr Biswasdip Tigela - UK

Mr Rastra Rai – UK

Mr Yuba Raj Gurung – UK

Advisors:

Capt(Retd) Hitman Gurung MBE – UK

Yem Kumar (Trolok) Gurung – Hong Kong

Note: All the team members are from the British Army (Gurkha) background and they are associated with Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA). The team can be expanded as and when necessary.
Kind regards,
Lachhya Gurung

Chair, Cooperation with Gurkhas
