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Public Libraries:
A Success Story With Uncertain Future

NRNA announced its commitment
to help develop Public Libraries project
(hereafter the Project) in Nepal in the
Kathmandu Declaration of 2007. As
used to happen those days, neither the
scope of the Project nor funding for the
Project had been considered prior to
the announcement. The responsibility
to implement the Project was assigned
to Nepal Library Foundation (NLF),

a charity organization registered in
Canada and headed by this writer. In the
last four years, NLF has invested over

$ 110, 000 in various libraries across

the country from Simikot, Humla in the
north to Simara, Sarlahi in the South; from Tikapur, Kaliali in
the west to Dangihat, Morang in the east.

Our work has involved donating books to existing/
new libraries; upgrading existing libraries; establishing new
libraries; providing computers; training library managers
and computer teachers. We have now footprints in more
than 30 libraries across the nation and have donated over

By Naresh Koirala

SKVPL Buddhe Academy:
ePustataisys; ten schools

130 computers, thousands of books and
trained tens of teachers. In collaboration with
the Open Learning Exchange (OLE) Nepal,

we have also established the country’s first
e-Pustakalaya. There are more than 3,000
holdings in e-pustakalaya and the pustakalaya
is available on-line, free of cost. We are

also engaged in library advocacy with the

libraries, we recognized that there is an urgent
need to develop a program to enhance the
reading habit of our fellow citizens. We started
book clubs in our libraries.

To date, the Project has been financed from
donations from NRNs (approximately 40 %) and

a contribution (approximately 60 %) from NLF’s continue

The Public
Libraries Project
is a long term
project and
Government of Nepal. During audit visit of our desperately needs
a stable source

of finance mainly
from the NRNs to

is overseen by Nepal’s well known library veteran Sharad Babu
Shrestha who volunteers his time. The total overhead of NLF is
about Rs 325,000.00 per year.

The Public Libraries Project is a long term project and
desperately needs a stable source of finance to continue. NLF
has tried to secure grant from institutional/ corporate donors
in Canada, but this has not been successful due to increasing
competition for charity dollars and global financial hard times.
To date, the Directors of NLF have worked extremely hard to
raise funds from non-NRN sources to keep the Project active;
but this cannot continue forever. This is a NRNA project and we
should not have to rely on donations of non-NRNs to sustain it.

Under the circumstances, the financial stability of the
Project is possible only with active involvement of NRNA in
fund raising and financial assistance from NCCs and individual
NRNs. Our current budget without overhead is a minimum
of $ 30,000 per year. There is no shortage of enthusiasm and
support for the Project from NRNs. This was evident from my
discussions with NRN friends during the Global Conference,
2011 in Kathmandu. Fund raising will require NRNA office
bearers tap the extant support for the Project and inspiring
the NRNs to play an active role in the Project. The NCC

Presidents and NRNA regional leaders are in
the best position to provide leadership to this
effort. If all NCC s commit to the Project, raising
$30,000 per year from 59 NCCs is conveniently
achievable.

As a way forward, all NCC Presidents
should consider establishing a Public Libraries
committee in their respective countries of
domicile. The responsibility of this committee
will be to raise funds for the Project, send the
fund to NLF and monitor the work of NLF. They
may also encourage NRNs with significant
business establishments to be NLF’s sponsor
by donating $ 1500 per year. In 2010, then Vice
President Mr Jiba Lamichhane and Charity
Coordinator Mr Rama Kant Kharel from Everest

Canadian sponsors and supporters. The success
of the Project has resulted in ever growing
number of requests for assistance. Currently we have over 15
written requests in our files from libraries in various parts of
the country and more are expected. In the middle of 2009,
we started a small office in Kathmandu since it was becoming
increasingly difficult to manage the Project from Canada. Our
Kathmandu office is managed by Mr Dhan Kumar Shrestha
who also trains librarians, monitors our libraries’ performance;
initiates book clubs and liaises with the librarians requesting
assistance. Mr Shrestha is the only paid staff in NLF. His work

Restaurant, Canada took the lead and became
the first Nepali sponsors of NLF.

The year 2012 will be a test year for NRNA’s Public
Libraries commitment. Much has been achieved over the last
four years and it will be unfortunate and a blot on NRNA’s
public image if the Project goes under because of a lack of
finances. Our commitment to create synergy amongst NRNs
for the development of Nepal will justifiably ring hollow
should this happen. O

President of the Nepal Library Foundation, Mr Koirala has been designated Champion, NRNA
Public Libraries Project. He can be reached at naresh@nepallibrary.org
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® By Dr. Ambika P. Adhikari

Although Nepalis have a
long history of movement to the
foreign lands, in the past decades,
the movement has accelerated at an
unprecedented rate. It is estimated
that almost 2.5 million Nepalis work in
the Middle East, and several East Asian
countries. Furthermore, more than 0.5
million Nepalis have emigrated to USA,
Canada, Western Europe, Oceania and
other developed nations.

To fully assimilate in the
new world, a growing number of
the Diaspora members, especially in
developed countries, are now taking the
citizenship of their adopted land. There
are also many other practical reasons
why the Nepali Diaspora members
have embraced new citizenships. As
the Non-resident Nepalis (NRN) wish
to retain the Nepali citizenship, a
major demand of the NRNA is that
Nepal should allow retention of Nepali
citizenship to those NRN who take a

new nationality.

By allowing dual
nationality, Nepal
gets to retain the
emotional loyalty
of its educated,
enterprising and
prosperous sons
and daughters

as its life-long
citizens, and also
enables them
lobby more
effectively for
Nepal

))
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Dual Nationality Globally

Numerous countries grant
dual citizenship in various forms. Many
nations permit their citizens to retain
the old nationality even when they take

Most developed countries
permit dual nationality without any
restrictions. Examples are USA,
Canada, UK, Australia, New Zealand,
Israel, France, Ireland, Demark,
and numerous others. Among the
developing countries too, granting
of dual nationality is quite prevalent.
For example, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Barbados,
Philippines and many other countries
allow dual nationality for their citizens
without any restriction. Many others
like India, Sri Lanka and Slovenia grant

Most recently in 2010, Kenya, a
developing country like Nepal, re-wrote
its constitution and firmly entrenched
the right of all Kenyan nationals to
retain their citizenship even when they
take foreign nationality.

Some countries, because
of security and other reasons, limit
the benefits of dual citizenship
rights for their expatriates who live
in certain countries. For example,
the Government of India in 2005
granted a limited dual nationality
(Overseas Citizenship of India - OCI)
rights to the non-resident Indians
(NRI), and excluded the NRIs living
in Bangladesh and Pakistan from the
list of beneficiaries. India took a more
conservative stance on dual nationality
because of the security concerns it
faces due its unique geo-political
situation.

Retention of Nepali Citizenship

The NRNs who have obtained
foreign citizenship can be termed as
the Foreign Citizens of Nepali Origin
(FCNO). The FCNOs have aspirations
that Nepal government can help them
with. They wish to maintain their
properties in Nepal, they long to visit
Nepal regularly without feeling like a
foreigner, make investments in Nepal,
and most importantly, like to feel that
they are forever part of Nepal. The
FCNOs who come to more developed
countries in North America, Western
Europe and Oceania to settle, desire
to maintain strong emotional linkages

R

up the citizenship of their adopted land.

dual nationality with certain limitations.

to the motherland even when they
live permanently in their adopted
lands. Nepal should review what more
developed and pragmatic countries
do for their citizens. Several countries
allow and encourage their nationals
to keep the citizenship for life to the
benefit of the nation and the citizens.

Some policy makers and
leaders in Nepal feel that allowing
the FCNOs to retain their Nepali
citizenship will open the Pandora’s box
by encouraging the Nepalis living in
India to make similar demands. Further,
they worry that Nepal, not being an
immigrant country, cannot be too
liberal in opening up its citizenship to
everyone in the world.

These fears are unfounded. The
FCNOs are only demanding that they be
allowed to retain their old citizenship. It
is unlikely that many will actually move
back to Nepal, but some may when they
retire or some will wish to spend time in
Nepal during their career. The situation
with the Nepalis living in India is quite
clear. The Nepali citizens who live in
India are able to come back and live in
Nepal as they wish. The Indian citizens
of Nepali origin will have to prove that
they held Nepali citizenship before
the cut-off date to claim the Nepali
citizenship. Obtaining Nepali citizenship
in Nepal is through a due process
which is quite stringent. Further,
people have left Nepal for better
lives elsewhere, and not many wish
to return permanently. The retention
of citizenship is sought primarily for
sentimental and emotional reasons, and
that so many families in Nepal have a
member living in foreign countries, who
may be a potential FCNO.

NRNs feel that Nepal should
allow its nationals who have taken
up another nationality, to retain their
Nepali citizenship. There could be a cut-
off date for this, say a1960, or later, and
this should be done retroactively so that
former Nepali citizens can also apply
and regain their Nepali passports. This
will resolve all the issues of the NRN:
to maintain property, work in Nepal
when they wish and also to participate
in political process and bring new
thoughts and blood in Nepal’s political
system. This scheme is well practiced in
Israel, Czech Republic, France, Ireland,
U.K., Australia, USA, Canada, Jamaica
and many other countries. Italy even
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elects to its parliament one Non-
resident Italian each from several global
regions.

Nepal will lose nothing by
allowing Nepali citizens to retain their
citizenship, but there is lot to gain by
everyone. The NRN who have acquired
the citizenship of developed countries
would like to retain that status to enjoy
social security, pension, ease of travel,
to be part of their families who usually
stay in the adopted land, and to be
able to vote in their adopted countries.
If they again become non—citizens in
the adopted countries, their lobbying

capacities are drastically curtailed.

By allowing dual nationality, Nepal

gets to retain the emotional loyalty

of its educated, enterprising and

prosperous sons and daughters as

its life-long citizens, and also enables

them lobby more effectively for Nepal.
NRNs wish to be inextricably

linked to Nepal, contribute to its

development, make investment

and regularly or some even wish

to permanently return to Nepal.

Allowing the FCNOs to retain their

Nepali citizenship will permanently

bring them closer to Nepal. O

Strengthening of the symbiotic
relationship between NRN and Nepal
is a win-win proposition for both
parties. Nepal triumphs by capturing
the resources and energy of its dynamic
sons and daughters who left in search
of a better life, adventure and pursuit
of opportunities. The NRN community
benefits by being solidly linked with

its root emotionally, psychologically,
financially and professionally.

Dr. Adhikari is a Faculty Associate at Arizona State
University, USA, and is an Advisor of NRNA-ICC.
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